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On co-operation between control services dealing in the field of road transport services 
and creating a body responsible for implementing that co-operation, 
 
Having regard to the co-operation existing in the field of road transport controls among 
some of the countries of the European Union and the progress already achieved in this 
field, 
 
Considering the administrative arrangement creating Euro Contrôle Route (ECR) 
concluded earlier and signed on 5th of October 1999 by the Benelux countries and 
France, later enlarged to Germany, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Spain, Austria and 
Poland, 
 
Whereas the growing internationalisation and deregulation of road transport increase the 
importance of and the need for international co-operation in the field of the control of 
road transport, 
 
Whereas close collaboration in the field of controls relating to, inter alia, the improvement 
of road safety, maintenance of fair competition in the professional road transport sector, 
driving and resting regulations, environmental regulations and roadworthiness,  
 
Whereas progress has been made within the legal framework of the European Union 
and the rules on Community level, 
 
The signatories competent for transport decide as follows: 
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Chapter 1 - Mission Statement and Objectives  
 
Paragraph 1 :  Mission statement 
 
Euro Contrôle Route (ECR) is a group of European Transport Inspection Services 
working together to improve road safety, sustainability, fair competition and labour 
conditions in road transport by activities related to compliance with existing regulations. 
 
Paragraph 2 : Objectives 
 

2.1. The primary objective of this administrative arrangement is the 
achievement and preservation of a uniform, high level of transport safety 
concerning the usage of commercial vehicles (own account and account 
of third parties) in Europe. 

 
2.2. In the area covered by this administrative arrangement the following 

related aims are: 
 

a. assurance of a regular and reliable exchange of information;  
 
b. the development and implementation of coordinated and common 

acitvities between signatories and other interested parties, making the 
optimal use of available technologies ; 

 
c.  the establishment of joint training programmes for the inspection 

services and the promotion of cross-border exchanges of experience; 
 
d.  the development of uniform check procedures; 
 
e.  the development of a uniform equipment standard, including the 

promotion of joint technological developments; 
 
f. continuous consultation on the situation in the field concerned and the 

development of common positions with regard to control policy within 
amongst others the European Union and the preparation of proposals 
and recommendations. 

 

 
Chapter 2 - Tasks 
 
Paragraph 3 : Exchange of information 
 

3.1. The signatories agree to exchange, insofar as possible, systematically 
data relating to offences investigated in one of the countries and 
committed by a commercial vehicle (own account and account of third 
parties) undertaking established in another country.  
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3.2. The signatories may, upon implementing controls or investigating 
offences or accidents which have occurred in their territory, request the 
inspection service of the country in which the commercial vehicle 
undertaking is established to carry out an inquiry into the undertaking 
concerned.  
The signatories will endeavour to fulfil such requests insofar as possible 
and to inform the requesting party of the results of the inquiry. 

 
 
Paragraph 4 : Co-ordination of control activities 
 

4.1. The signatories agree  to organise either joint controls, or co-ordinated 
controls. They will appoint contact persons who will be responsible for 
such co-ordination between the countries concerned. 

 
4.2. The signatories will endeavour to make best use of existing, new or 

developing technologies to ensure maximum efficiency of contacts and 
co-ordination between the countries concerned. 

 
Paragraph 5 : Training 
 
The signatories agree to organise common training programmes to fulfil the needs of the 
control services, in order to improve mutual knowledge of the organisation and means of 
control in the countries concerned and to promote cross-border exchanges of 
experience. 
 
Paragraph 6 : Uniform check procedures1 

 
6.1.  The signatories will inform each other of the developments of national 

regulations concerning the practice of control of all signatories. 
 

6.2. On the basis of the exchange of information in accordance with paragraph 
6.1, the signatories develop uniform check procedures concerning the 
relevant regulations and work towards the implementation of these 
standards.  

 
Paragraph 7 : Equipment 
 

7.1. The signatories will inform each other of new developments in technology 
and will exchange all useful information in this regard. 

 
7.2. On the basis of the exchange of information in accordance with paragraph 

7.1, the signatories offer recommendations on the level of equipment and 
work towards a uniform equipment standard. 

 
 

                                                
1 uniform check procedures and knowledge of national systems in order to enhance transparency 
and reduction of administrative burden. 
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Paragraph 8 : Consultations, legal development, proposals and recommendations 
 

8.1. Periodic consultation will be organised between signatories to review the 
situation in the various fields of co-operation and to examine possible new 
developments. This consultation can include information on national 
developments in signatory states. 

 
8.2. The aim of consultation will also be to take common initiatives and, 

insofar as possible, to adopt common positions with regard to control 
policy within the framework of the European Union as well as the national 
developments. 

 
8.3. The signatories will communicate to the European institutions as 

appropriate proposals and recommendations as a basis for updating and 
further developing regulations in the area of road transport of goods and 
passengers. 

 
Paragraph 9 : Implementation 
 
The signatories undertake to implement the recommendations and resolutions according 
to the paragraph 3 to 8. 
 
 
Chapter 3 – Organisation 

 

Paragraph 10 : Euro Contrôle Route 

10.1. The co-operation established by the administrative arrangement is carried 
out by a group of road transport control services and is named „Euro 
Contrôle Route“ (ECR). 

 
10.2. The representatives of all signatories in this administrative arrangement 

constitute the steering committee. The steering committee is the decision-
making board of Euro Contrôle Route. It monitors the fulfilment of the 
tasks and accompanies the developments which are necessary for 
achieving the agreed aims, and decide about the budget. 

 
10.3. The chairmanship of the steering committee is assumed succesively by 

each signatory. The term of the chairmanship lasts for 12 months, starting 
from the 1st of July until the 30th of June of the following year. 

 
10.4. The current chairman, his immediate predecessor and his immediate 

successor in rotation form the executive committee of Euro Contrôle 
Route. The steering committee may extend the executive committee by 
up to six members by electing volunteering members for a renewable 1-
year term among the members of the steering committee. The executive 
committee plans the meetings of the steering committee, prepares the 
agenda and is charged with the steering of the day-to-day running which 
is executed by the Benelux General Secretariat. 

 



 
 

6 

The executive committee provides the external representation of Euro 
Contrôle Route. 

 
10.5. The secretariat of Euro Contrôle Route is provided by the Benelux 

General Secretariat.  
 

Furthermore the Benelux General Secretariat can act for Euro Contrôle 
Route as:  

 
- legal entity 
- employer of personnel who are employed in the framework and at the 

expense of Euro Contrôle Route 
- the administrator of Euro Contrôle Route’s finances 

 
For the secretariat of Euro Contrôle Route, the Benelux General 
Secretariat will act in conformity with the directions given by the steering 
committee to which it will report about its activities.  

 
The costs are payed by Euro Contrôle Route. 

 
10.6. The steering committee establishes the internal regulations (IR), 

respecting the administrative arrangements.  The internal regulations 
have to be adopted unanimously.  

 
10.7. To achieve the aims agreed in paragraph 2 and in fulfilment of the tasks 

set forth in paragraphs 3 to 8, the signatories can form working/project 
groups. Further provisions are noted down in the internal regulations of 
Euro Contrôle Route. 

 
 
Paragraph 11 : Participation by additional countries  
 

11.1. Euro Contrôle Route may be extended to new countries insofar as such 
countries can accept all the provisions of this administrative arrangement 
and on condition that they are members of the European Union, members 
of the European Economic Area, or that it is Switserland. 

 
11.2. Countries that apply to enter the European Union may be accepted as 

observers within Euro Contrôle Route if their application to enter the 
European Union has been accepted and the date of their entry has been 
determined. They can sign the amendement to the administrative 
arrangement (copy in annex) as soon as their membership in the 
European Union becomes effective. 

 
11.3. The amendement to the administrative arrangement is signed by the 

Minister in charge of transport from the new acceding country and the 
Minister in charge of transports from the country that chairs Euro Contrôle 
Route.  

 
11.4. The internal regulations of Euro Contrôle Route will specify the terms of 

membership more in detail.  
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Chapter 4 – Finances 
 
 
Paragraph 12 : Revenues and expenses 
 

12.1. Euro Contrôle Route is a non commercial organisation and its revenues 
and expenses are covered by incomes from : 

 
a) contributions of its signatories as decided by the steering committee; 
 
b) fundings, charges for publication, training and other services 

provided by Euro Contrôle Route. 
 

Expenditure is managed by the executif committee and controlled by the 
steering committee 
 

12.2. Further provisions are noted down in the internal regulations of Euro 
Contrôle Route. 

 
 
Chapter 5 – Coming into effect and termination 
 
Paragraph 13 : Coming into effect 
 

13.1. This administrative arrangement will come into effect from the date of its 
signature by the Ministers in charge of transport. 

 
13.2. This administrative arrangement supersedes the administrative 

arrangement, signed on the 5th of October 1999.  
 
Paragraph 14 : Termination 
 

14.1. The signatories are members of Euro Contrôle Route for an indefinite 
period. A signatory membership of Euro Contrôle Route may be cancelled 
by written notification to the chairman of Euro Contrôle Route addressed 
to the ECR-secretariat. Such termination will take effect three months 
following the notice. 

 
14.2. The yearly contribution paid by each signatory is due as of January 1st. 

Termination by a signatory, which will take effect before 31st December of 
the current year, cannot result in restitution of annual contribution. The 
signatory who terminates the administrative arrangement after 1st 
January is obliged to pay its annual contribution for the forthcoming year. 
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Done in English and French in two originals, one in every language. 
 
In Brussels, on 22nd March 2007 
 
The Minister of Mobility of the 
Kingdom of Belgium, 
 
 
 
 
 

The Minister of Transport , Public 
Works and Water Management of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, 

The Minister of Transport of the 
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, 

The Minister of Transport, 
Infrastructure, Tourism and Sea of the 
French Republic, 
 
 
 
 
 

Federal Minister of Transport, Building 
and Urban Affairs of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, 
 
 
 
 
 

The Minister Transport of Ireland, 

The Secretary of State for Transport  of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland,  
 
 
 
 

The Minister for Infrastructures of The 
Kingdom of Spain, 
 

The Minister for Transport, Innovation 
and Technology of the Federal Republic 
of Austria, 
 
 
 
 
 

The Minister of Transport Construction 
and Tourism of Romania, 

The Minister of Transport  of the 
Republic of Poland, 
 
 
 
 
 

The Minister of Transport of the 
Republic of Bulgaria, 
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ANNEX I : amendement to the administrative arrangement 
 
 
 

P r o t o c o l  
 
 

to the administrative arrangement 
 
 

on co-operation between control services 
dealing in the field of road transport services and creating 
a body responsible for implementing that co-operation 

 
 
 
Having regard to the administrative arrangement on co-operation between control 
services dealing in the field of road transport services and creating a body responsible 
for implementing that co-operation signed on HHHHH, particularly paragraph 11 
thereof;  
 
Taking note of the desire of the Minister of HHHHHto participate in the administrative 
arrangement; 
 
Noting moreover the desire of the participants in the administrative arrangement to 
extend such co-operation to HHHHHH 
 
The signatories decide: 
 
Paragraph 1 
 
Pursuant to paragraph 11 of the administrative arrangement, the Minister of HHHHH.. 
approves the above-mentioned administrative arrangement in all respects and will 
hereafter participate in the arrangement whereby administrative co-operation will take 
place within the framework of  Euro Contrôle Route. 
 
Paragraph 2 
 
This protocol will come into effect on the day of its signature by all signatories.  
 
 
Done in English and French in four originals, two in every language. 
 
 
 
In                                     , on                                         
 
 
The Minister,       For Euro Contrôle Route, 
        the Minister, 


